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*37- ^ A hand-held 
a)\ a housing, 

\ 



electric sealer comprising 
jivotally connected to said housing. 



V 



b) \ a press bar 

c) (^a heating urjit mounted in said press ba?7 



ah 



of current. 

J?. 2M^ The sea 
a protrusive portion. 



eat insulative base mounted in said housing, 
current, and 

:tricaliV\Connection said heating unit and said source 




wherein said heat insulative base includes 



57 



The seajer of cl^im wherein said heating unit includes an 
electric heating wire mounted thereon. 

^7 

^0- 3^. The sealer of claim 4^further comprising a metal press plate for 
normally biasing said press bar in an open position. 

i\. The sealer of claim wherein said metal press plate activates a 

switch when said press bar is pressed downwardly. 

The sealer of claim wherein said switch is mounted in said 
housing, and wherein a portion of said switch protrudes above said housing and engages 
said metal press plate. 

The seald^oT^ 4^ wherein said portion of said switch that 
'protrudes above said housing is b^^3<a upwardly by a spring. 
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•4J. A hand+ield electric sealer comprising 
a housing, 

a pres> bar having a free end, said press bar being pivotally 
connected to said housing, 

press plate remote from said free end of said press bar for 
Dar in an open position, 
a heat ng unit, 
a source of current, and 
f) circuitry electrically connecting said heating unit and said source 
of current, wherein said cinuitry is normally in an open state, 

said free end of said press bar is pivoted downwardly said 
id circuit to close. 



a) 
b) 

c) a meta 
normally biasing said press 
d) 
e) 



wherein whei 
nnetal press plate causes Sii 
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"4^, The sealer of claim ^ wherein said metal press plate is secured 
to said press bar. 



"i^^ A method of activating an electric heat sealer, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a hand-held electric heat sealer comprising a housing and 
a press bar pivotally connected thereto, 

b) pivoting a free end of said press bar downwardly, 

c) biasing downwardly a metal press plate connected to said press 
bar at a point remote from said free end, wherein said metal press plate causes a switch 
to close, thereby activating a circuit, and 

d) heating an electric heating wire. 
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Hx "50^ The method of claim ^wherein a portion of said switch protrudes 
through an opening in said housing, said portion of said switch coming into contact with 
said metal press plate during step (c). 

. The method of claim ^ wherein said hand-held electric heat sealer 
further comprises a heating unit mounted in said housing, said heating unit including 

a) a heat insulative base having a protrusive portion, 

b) said electric heating wire mounted on said protrusive 
portion, and 

c) a heat resistant cover sheet covering at least a portion of 
said electric heating wire. 
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